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1. WINTER: STATUS QUO, YEARNING

Birminghanl is prcLbab.ly the most thoroughly segregated city in the United States Its
77N
ugly record of police brutghty is kngzvn in egery sectlon of this Country Its unj ust treetment of
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Negroes in the courts is a notorious reahty There have been more unsolved bg\mblngs of Negro
homes and churches i 1% B1rm1ngham than in any other 01ty 1n this na‘t'mn These are the hard
brutal and unbehevable facts On the baSIS of them Neglo leaders so{klght to negotlm/e w1th the
c1ty fa|thers But the political le\aders cons1stently refused to engage in good fa1th negot1at1on

I guess it is easy f01 thpse who have never felt the st1ng1ng darts of segregauon to say "wait."
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But when you have seen v1c1(‘>_us mobs lynch your mothers and fathers at vgll and drown -

your s1s\ters and brothers at wh;“m
When y_c;u have se/ en hate filled po—hcemen curse, k1ck brutallze and e\!:en klll your black
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brothers and sisters with 1mpun1ty,

When y%u s&e the vast ma]7r1ty‘ of your twenty million Negro brothers smothering in an
airtight cage of p&/erty in the mldst of an afﬂuEnt 5001ety,

When ygﬁ suddenly flnd your tongue tw1§ed and your speech starmmerlng as you seek to
explam to your Slé year-old daughter why sh& cannot go to the pL{bhc amgement park that has
Just been acb/ertlsed on tele\;‘1510n and see te7ars wellmg /up in heL'r little €yes when slzle is told that
Funtown is closed to colered chi /ldren/ and see the depressing clou-ds of 1nfer10r1ty begln to f%m
in her httle mental s}l‘<y, and see her bégin to dlstort her l1t(tle person‘l’lty by uncor\rscmusly
developmg a bltterness toward Wh1te pe\(\)ple

When you have to concoct an answer for a five-year-old son askmg in agonizing pathos,
"Déddy, why do white people treat col\ored pe/ople So me‘a’n'?" - A

When you take a crogs -country dr1ve and ﬁnd it ne/essary to sle_p night after nlght in the
uncomfortable corners of your automobile because no motel will accelpt you;
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When youlare humHhated day i lrn and day out by nagging signs reading white and colored
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When your ﬁrLst name becomes " mgger "and your mrd&le name becomes "boy (however
old you a,r‘e) and your lgst narge becor&es "J ohn " and when your wife and mother are never
| grven the respected trtle "NES
r
When you are hamed by day and haunted by mght by the fact that yo‘a. are a Nﬁgro
living constantly at ti toe stance, never knowm what to expect next, and plagued with inner
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fears and outer resentments;
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When you are forever ﬁghtmg a degeneratrng seh_se of "nobodyness -
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Then you will qu_rderstand why we f{r‘ld it ch‘fﬁcult to Wﬁlt There comes a tr;ne when the
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fend d l illing to be pl di to an abyss of
c_£ of en Erance ru>ns over and [we] are no onger willing oﬁ e plunged into an abys

injustice where they experience the blEakness of 9rrod1ng desrialr

2. SPRING: ROUSING, BLOOMING
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There is a more excellent way, of loye and nonviolent protest: I'm grateful to God that,
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through the Negro church, the dimension of nonviolence entered our struggle. If this philosophy
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had not emerged, I am convinced that by now many streets of the SoBth would be flowing with
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ﬂ(;ods of blo’c))d. And I am further convi\nced that 12f_ our white brothers dismiss as "rabble-

rousers" and "outside agitators" tho\se of us who are workrng throyugh the cha{rTnels of nonvLolent
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direct act1on and refuse tos )pport our nonwolent efforts mr( lions of Negroes, out of frustrLa.tlon

and debs'parr will seek sg/lace and security in black nationalist 1deolog1es a de\‘velopment that will

lead inevitably to a frightening racial nightmare. .
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[Als] crgtinued to think about the matter, I grazc-lually gained a bi{ of satisfaction from
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being consrtiered an extremist.... Was not Amos an extrémist for Justlce') -- "Let justice roll
A
do?zvn lrke waters and rrghteousness 11ke a mrghty stre‘am .. Was not Abraham Lrhxcoln a&
r
extr;:\m1st‘7 -- "This natlon cannot sbuvwe half slave and half free " Was not Tlgmas Jefferson an

extremist? -- "We h\old these truths to be se\lf—evrdent that all men are created equ‘al " So the
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question is not whether we w111 be extremist, but what krnd of extrgrmsts we will b‘e Will we be
z

<

r
extre&nrsts for hate, or will we be extremists for 10\,/e'7 Will we be extremists for the preservatron
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of injustice, or will we be extremists for the cause of j justice?
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3. SUMMER: MATURING,Y RIPENING
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[T]here are two types of laws: there are just laws, and there are unjust laws: I would agree
> . (ol N ~ . A > :

4 .
with St. Augustine that "An unjust law is no law at all." ...
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H(%v does one determme when a la\ﬁ is Just or un,{ust? A Just law is a man-made. code that
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squares with the moral law or the le\tiv of God An unjust law i isa code that is out of harmony

with moral law To put it in the tefrms of St Thomas Aqumas an unjust law isa human law that
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is eot ro)oted in e{ernal and IBtural la¥v Any law that uphfts human personal ity 1ls" Just- Any law
that de§rades hu&man persoBahty is un’Just All segregatlon statutes are unjust beca>use

-segregition dlst'o_rts the soul apd damages the personahty It glves the s;gregator a falLse sense of
super?orlty and the segregated a false sen/e of 1nfer10r1ty To uge the wotds of Martin Buber the
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great Jewish philosopher, segregatlon substltutes an "I - it" 1elat10nsh1p for the "I - thou"
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relationship and ends up relegating persons to the status of things. .
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An unjust law is a code that a majority inﬂicts on a minority that is not binding on itselfs
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Thls is d1fference made legal ‘On the other hand a Julst law is a code that a magrty compels a

mmorlty to follow and that itis wblhng to fo&ow itgelf: Th1s is sameness made legal . An
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unj ust law is a code 1nﬂ1cted upon a minority whrch that anlorlty had no part in enact1 ng or

creating because it did not have the unhampered right to vote. ... Can any law set up in such a
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state be considered democratically structured?
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We can never forget that evelrzlthing Hitler did in Germany was "'Iefal” and everything

~
the Hungarlan freedom ﬁghters did in Hu\n,gary was "1lligal " It was "illegal" to aid and comfort.
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a Jew in Hitler's Germany. But I 'am sure that if I had lived in Germany during that tlme I would
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have aided and comforted my Jewish brothers even though it was illegal.
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%. AUTUMN: INTENDING, PREVAILING

e
é
[ am cognizant of the interrelatedness of all communities and states: I cannot sit idly by
in Atlanta and not be concerned about ‘what happens in Birmingham. Injustice anywhere is a
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threat to justice everywhere: We are caught in an 1nescapable network of mutuality, tied in a
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single garment of de?tiny. Whaé\;er affects one directly affects all indirectly- Never again can
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we afg\ord to live with the narrow, provincial "outside agitator" idea. Anyone who lives inside
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the United States can never be considered an outsider..
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We will reach the goal of freedom in Birmingh(am and a& ov’e/r the nat}‘on because the
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goal of America is freedom Abused and scorned though we may be, our destmy is tied ip with
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the destiny of Amerlca Before the Pllgrlrhs landed at Plymouth, w\e wege here'Befzre the Izen of

,
Jefferson scratched across the pages of hlstory the majesge word of the Declar‘a/'uon of
—

—
Independence, we were here.” For nf_re than two ce/Y uries our foreparents labored here without
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wages; they made cc\)tton klng, and they built the homes of their masters in the midst{of brutal
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1nJ1’1“‘stlce and shaﬂeful humiliation -- and yet out of a bottomless v1ta11ty our people contgue to
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thrive and develop. If the 1nexpreg1ble cruelties of slavery could not stop us, the opposition we
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now face will surely fail. We will win our freedom because [of] the sacred herltage of our nation
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and the eternal will of God. Z © L N
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